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STATE PLANNING CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO 


Plans are now being formated for the State 
Planning Conference which is to take place in Chi- 
cago under the joint sponsorship of The American 
Society of Planning Officials and Department of 
Political Science of the University of Chicago. 
We have received several suggestions to the effect 
that November would be preferable to October for 
the holding of the Conference,because several oth- 
meetings of governmental associations are scheduled 
for October. 

The Society would like to receive suggestions 
from members with respect to program and general 
scope of the Conference and preferences as to date. 

Details will be mailed to all members upon com- 
pletion of arrangements. 


WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE FORMED 


The objective of the newly formed Water Re- 
sources Committee announced by the Chairman of the 
National Resources Committee, Honorable Harold L. 
Ickes,is to outline a long-range plan for the more 
effective use of all the water resources of the na- 
tion and for continuance and application of the 
policies set forth in the report of the Mississippi 
Valley Committee and the Report of the National Re- 
sources Committee of last December. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Water Resourc- 
es is Abel Wolman, who is also the Chairman of the 
Maryland State Planning Board, and of the American 
Waterworks Association. Representatives of gwem- 
mental agencies and four other experts in this field 
comprise the membership. 


ALLOTMENT APPROVED FOR GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


An allotment of $993,700 to the Geological Sur- 
vey, Department of the Interior, from old public 
works appropriations was announced recently by Pub- 
lic Works Administrator, Harold L. Ickes. 

The sum of $15,000 is to be used for the safe- 
guarding of mine openings and casual water in Mon- 
tana, while the remainder is to be spent for ge 
graphical surveys in the 48 states. 


BUSINESS TRENDS TO BE STUDIED IN CHICAGO 


A study of the social and economic aspects of 
retail, wholesale, and industrial activity in the 
Chicago Metropolitan Area is being undertaken, un- 
der the direction of Professor Clarence Heer, by 
the Social Science Research Committee of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, during the present term. 

Professor Heer,who is a member of the Depart- 
ment of Economics at North Carolina,has been grant-— 
ed a leave of absence for the purpose of coordinat— 
ing and integrating existing material, which is 
quantitatively great,the compilation and interpre- 
tation of which will be extremely useful to soci- 
ologists, planners, business and governmental a- 
gencies. 


ELIMINATION OF OBSOLETE BOUNDARIES ADVOCATED 


The following changes are recommended by the 
New Jersey State Planning Board,"in the interests 
of better and less costly public service and for 
more effective control of urban development": 

Extensive consolidation of borough and city 
units. 

Consolidation of several counties and read- 
justment of county lines. 

Elimination of all townships by transfer of 
rural township areas to an extended county juris- 
diction or by annexation to or consolidation with 
existing boroughs or city units. 


PLANNING DISCUSSED IN COLORADO CONFERENCE 


The week of July 22 to August 2nd was devoted 
to round table discussion of state and local plan- 
ning,under the auspices of the University of Den- 
ver. Among the subjects listed in the outline of 
the daily meetings are the following: "The Chal- 
lenge of Planning", "Regionalism as America's 
Next Step", "Transportation", "Land Utilization, 
Water Utilization", "Migration", and "Can Plan- 
ning Avoid Dictatorship?" 

The general subject and theme of the confer- 
ences, was "Reform in Government, and World Af- 
fairs". 








AMERICANS ATTENDING LONDON CONFERENCE 


The Fourteenth Annual Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Conference was held in London, July 15-20th. 
The United States was well represented, with John 
Nolen, Chairman of the Conference,Lawrence Veiller 
heading one of the housing sections,and the follow- 
ing Americans prominently identified with Planning 
and Housing activities forming this country's dele— 
gation: 


Charles Abrams New York City 


Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Bettman Cincinnati 
Walter H. Blucher Chicago 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Bromlow Chicago 


James D. Dusenberry 
Mr. and Mrs. George Gove 


Washington, D.C. 
New York City 


Frederick A. Guttheim Chicago 
Jacques Hebrar Ann Arbor 
Walter Krusi Brooklyn 

Mrs. S. Kuhn Cincinnati 
Miss Loula D. Lasker New York City 
Bleecker Marquette Cincinnati 


Albert Mayer 
Mrs. Herbert E. Mitler 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Moffett 


New York City 
New York City 
New York City 


John Nolen Cambridge 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood Reeder Washington, D.C. 
Henry S. Rosenthal Cincinnati 
Werner Ruchti Los Angeles 

L. Segoe Cincinnati 

H. A. Spencer Washington, D.C. 


Lawrence Veiller 
Coleman Woodbury 


New York City 
Chicago 


The various conference sessions were devoted 
to discussion of "Planned Rural Development and the 
Preservation of the Countryside," "Positive Plan- 
ning," and "Rehousing the People." Motor coach 
tours to the garden cities, and to rehousing and 
planning projects in several principal cities fol- 
lowed the close of the formal sessions of the Con- 
ference. 


REVIEW OF WPA AND PWA DISTINCTIONS 


A brief review of the two general classifica- 
tions of projects, for which application can be 
made under the Works Program, is given below. 

WPA: The following are types of projects suit- 
able for submission to your State Works Progress 
Administrator: (1) Projects involving major use 
of "white-collar" workers; (2) All work projects 
of less than $25,000 total; (5) All other pro- 
jects not eligible to PWA, without reference to 
cost,or of the following types: Landscaping, parks, 
swimming pools, landing fields, building demoli- 
tion, etc. 

PWA: The following types of projects tobe sub- 

mitted to your State Director of Public Works: 
(1) All projects which require loans from the gov- 
ernment; (2) Low-cost Housing and Slum Clearance; 
(3) Construction projects over $25,000. Examples 
are armories, schools, utilities plants,sewer sys- 
tems, bridges, city halls, libraries, etc. 
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REVIEW BOARD FOR "WHITE-COLLAR" PROJECTS 


A Coordinating Committee of the WPA, to work 
jointly with the Central Statistical Bureau, has 
been established to pass upon and coordinate sta- 
tistical surveys and other research projects under 
the Works Program. The Committee will include: 

Theodore J. Kreps, Chairman, Stanford Univer- 
sity; Howell Cheney, Cheney Mills; Robert P.Lane, 
Executive Secretary of the Welfare Council of New 
York City; and Theodore Yntema, University of Chi- 
cago. 

Ex-officio members are: Corrington Gill, As- 
sistant Federal Relief Administrator, W.J. Carson, 
Acting Executive Secretary of the Central Statis - 
tical Board; and Charles W. Eliot 2nd, Executive 
Officer, National Resources Committee. 

Two survey projects of the type with which 
this Committee will deal were approved by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. One called for the expenditure of 
$295,000 by the Bureau of the Census for a Sample 
Survey of retail trade and the second for the 
spending of $1,804,948 for compilation of an alpha- 
betical index by geographical units and families 
of all individuals included in the census of 1900. 


PRESERVING PENNSYLVANIA STREAM VALLEYS 


An active campaign for the preservation of 
stream valleys has been undertaken in Lower Merion 
Township, according to the Pennsylvania Planning 
and Zoning Bulletin. Preservation is being sought 
by voluntary restrictions of landowners to prevent 
new building, voluntary agreements with regard to 
tree cutting, location of walls, fences,and hedges 
within a strip along the streams and roads. The 
strip covered by the agreement varies between 250 
and 500 feet. The outlook for success in the cam 
paign is reported as encouraging,and the preserva- 
tion df the beautiful stream valleys which will re- 
sult from the efforts will have the added virtue 
of having been accomplished without cost. 


"OUTRAGEOUS FORTUNE™ 





Income Tax Receipts by Fiscal Years 
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PLANNING ACTIVITIES IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 


The Santa Barbara County Planning Commission 
is closing its seventh year of activity. Its cur- 
rent program is a full one and includes much con- 
structive work in connection with design of high- 
ways, public works, complete plans and specifica- 
tions for a public airport. 

The Through Traffic Boulevard in Santa Bar- 
bara, designed and endorsed by the Commission, was 
completed during the past year, except for a short 
section awaiting final approval. Attractive ap- 
proaches tothe city and a program for planting and 
roadside improvement are being promoted. Scenic 
drives, a new planting scheme for the business 
district of Montecito are projects which are be- 
ing undertaken in cooperation with State Highway 
officials. 

An erosion control project on the State High- 
way near Santa Maria has been carried out accord- 
ing to plans and suggestions of the Planning Com 
mission and cooperating experts. 

The County Government,Civic organizations and 
citizens are finding the services of the County 
Planning Commission increasingly useful to them and 
to the community at large. 


WPA COOPERATING WITH PLANNERS 


City and County Planning Commissions are spring- 
ing up at a rapid rate throughout the country. It 
is gratifying to note that the majority of these 
new boards are taking an active part in the Works 
Program. Press notices and letters received indi- 
cate that the practice of reviewing proposed pro- 
jects of cities and counties, advising and consult- 
ing with PWA and WPA state agencies and state plan- 
ning boards, is general throughout the country. 


FUTURE HIGHWAYS OF COTTON? 


The Christian Science Monitor carries a story 
in a recent issue which describes the possibility 
of using cotton fabric, in the construction of se- 
condary or "farm-to-market" roads. 

Mr. C. T. Revere, of Munds, Winslow,and Pot- 
ter, claims that "Experiments conducted over a per- 
iod of years have shown that the employment of cot- 
ton fabric in road construction is admirably suit- 
ed to this type of road. It is claimed that con- 
struction costs would run from $12,000 to $18,000 
a mile for an 18 foot road." The figure for av- 
erage maintenance cost has been placed at $250 a year 
in southern climes and is estimated at $400 or 
over in the North where the element of frost is 
important. 

The method cmsists in applying open-mesh cot- 
ton fabric to a road bed impregnated with asphalt 
emulsion or hot tar. Experiment began in the south 
about 12 years ago. The first "cotton road" was 
constructed, however, in New England. 

It is claimed that more than 2,000,000 miles 
of road in this country are suited to this treat- 
ment,which would call for 13,000,000 bales. 


ALTOONA'S EXPERIENCE IN ZONING APPEALS 


Examination of a five-year period starting 
with January 7, 1929, discloses the following re- 


cord of Zoning appeals in the city of Altoona,Penn- 
sylvania: 


Total applications to build 2,575 
Total appeals 131 
Appeals granted 66 
Appeals granted conditionally 41 
Appeals withdrawn 13 
Appeals refused lu 


A higher ratio of appeals to applications,how- 
ever, characterizes the past year: 


Total applications to build 230 
Total appeals 16 
Appeals granted 10 
Appeals granted conditionally 3 
Appeals withdrawn 2 


We shall be glad to receive data on zoning 
appeals from other commmities to provide a compar- 
ison of the various sections of the country. 


COMPARATIVE FREQUENCY 
OF CIVIC PROBLEMS 
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SURVEY OF PARKWAY TO BE MADE 


An allotment of $2,500 to the National Park 
Service,Department of the Interior has been approw 
ed. Apreliminary survey is to be made for a park- 
way between Washington, D.C.,and Worcester, Mass., 
to serve as a connection between the Shenandoah- 
Great Smoky Mountains National Parkway and the New 
England resort region. 

This allotmnt was made from available balances 
of the old appropriations for public works. To- 
tal cost of the preliminary survey will be $5,000, 
and the Bureau of Public Roads will furnish an ad- 
ditional $5,000. 


MAJOR COMMUNICABLE 
CRIMES DISEASES 


WPA FUNDS TO BUILD MICHIGAN ROADS 


The President has approved an allotment of $6,- 
765,197 for elimination of hazards at grade cross- 
ings in 27 counties of the state.This is Michigan's 
total amount from the 200 million dollar fund set 
aside for the 48 states. 
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The Canadian Government Is Using 21,000 Relief Workers to Complete a Coast-to-Coast System of Intermediate Landing Fields Which 
With Major Airports Equipped With Radio Beacons, Are Expected to Expedite Mails From Europe to the Orient. 


AIR MAP OF CONNECTICUT COMPLETED 


An aerial map of the entire state of Connec- 
ticut. at a scale of one inch equals 1,200 feet, 
has been made. This scale permits their enlarge- 
ment to a size suitable for tax assessment purpos- 
es, or their reduction for soil and forest surveys 
and other uses. For the first time Connecticut 
has a complete record of land use. 

These photographs are a first step in the re- 
vision of the topographic map of the state. 


STATE PLANNING AND WPA COORDINATION 


The National Resources Committee has suggested 
to all State Planning Boards that, in order to se- 
cure cooperation between such Boards and WPA's Co— 
ordinators of statistical, survey, and research 
projects, each Board organize a sub-committee on 
statistical,research, and survey projects of which 
the Coordinator might be a member and to which he 
would, in any event, be technical advisor. It has 
been further suggested to each Board that the por- 
tion of its staff which is concerned with such pro- 
jects should work very closely in cooperation with 
the Coordinator in order to secure the benefit of 
his advice and instruction in this special field. 

All Coordinators of statistical, survey, and 
research projects have been urged by the Works Pro- 
gress Administrator, Harry L. Hopkins, to get in 
touch with the State and Local Planning Boards 
within their sreas and to cooperate with them to 
the fullest extent. 


SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS TO BE MADE 


An allotment of $750,000 to the General Land 
Office of the Department of the Interior for a sur- 
vey of public lands was announced recently by Pub- 
lic Works Administrator, Harold L. Ickes. 

This money comes from available balances of 
the old appropriation for public works. 





INDIANA OBTAINS FUNDS FOR PLANNING 


We have noted the following items in a recent 
news release of the Non-Federal Works Progress al- 
lotments for the State of Indiana which have been 
approved by the President: 


Bedford - Survey of water services $ 7,824 
Culver - Park Developments 26,934 
Elkhart - City Park Improvements 200,250 
Hammond — Revising City map 2,256 

Sub-surface survey 5,190 
Indianapolis - State Planning Board 348,284 
Indianapolis - State Planning Board 53,285 
Indianapolis - State Planning Board 104,070 
Indianapolis - Real property survey 10,275 
Indianapolis - Park Improvement 812,940 


Jeffersonville - Real property inventory 3,496 


Kokomo — Real property survey 4,320 
Lake — Survey of buildings 7,000 
Michigan City - Park Improvements 315,560 
Muncie - Real property survey 3,123 
Porter - County Park Construction 13,194 
Richmond - Airport construction 208,128 


Richmond — Real Property Inventory 585 
Eighteen legal size mimeographed sheets are 
recuired for the listing of a wide variety of pro- 
jects from recreetion programs and playground con- 
struction to building of fish hatcheries and air- 
ports. 
A large number of projects can be properly 
classified under the general head of "Planning." 


NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY APPROVED 


Twelve months employment of 3,500 men and the 
expenditure of $3,450,000 are involved in the pro- 
ject to be directed by the Public Health Service of 
the Treasury Department,with funds supplied by the 
Works Progress Administration, to survey health con- 
ditions of representative urban and rural communi- 
ties in the United States. Technical and profess- 
ional persons on relief will be employed. 
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PROGRESS ON NEW YORK'S MIDTOWN TUNNEL 


The tunnel being constructed with a thirty- 
seven-and-a-half million dollar PWA loan to the Port 
of New York Authority is breaking construction speed 
records. The allotment for this automobile traffic- 
way between New York andNew Jersey was made August 
1,1933, and the preliminary work commenced October 
lst. The Port of New York Authority had plans and 
specifications already prepared, for the project 
which had been under consideration for several years. 

The present plans call for finishing the job 
and opening the tunnel for traffic early in 1938. 


SAMPLES FROM OUR CLIPPING FILE 


Seven Barber County,Kansas, towns have organ- 
ized a county planning board to plan the county 
work relief projects. 

The planning council recently formed by the 
county commissioners in Chelan County, Washington, 
will consider as its first business the approvald 
the PWA projects for the county. 

Members of the Canyon county and Ada county, 
Idaho, planning boards have formed the Ada-Canyon 
Planning Board. The new board was formed to cover 
overlapping projects in which both counties are in- 
terested. 

San Leandro, California, has recently revived 
its City Planning Commission. 

The Grand Forks, North Dakota, Herald reports 
that Works Progress projects will be handled through 
the County Planning Board. The Herald also an- 
nounced a state planning meeting at Devil's Lakem 
July 20th last. 

The County Planning Board of Albany County, 
Wyoming, considers proposed work-relief projects 
for the county, and refers to the State Planning 
Board those projects which meet with the approval 
of the County Board. 

The Bismarck, North Dakota, Tribune of July 
16th publishes the news that 23 municipal planning 
commissions have been established in the state dur- 
ing the last month,under the stimlus and direction 
of Myron Atkinson of Bismarck,Chairman of the Mu- 
nicipal Planning Committee of the State Planning 
Board. "These boards are being established in the 
cities of 1,000 population and over," Atkinson 
said in a recent interview. "We have not encour- 
aged smaller cities to establish such boards, al- 
though numerous county seat towns,with lesser pop- 
ulation, have taken such action." 

The county boards in Elko and Humboldt coun- 
ties, Nevada, have been reappointed by the State 
Board of Relief,Work-Planning and Pension Control, 
and two new members added to the White Pine County 
Board, 


FAILURE TO PLAN WASTES PUBLIC FUNDS 


"Probably the greatest single source of wast- 
age of public funds," according to Russell VanNest 
Black, City Planner,and Consultant to the New Jer- 
sey State Planning Board, "proceeds from badly 
planned and inadequately controlled land develop- 
ment." 

"By reason of unskilled subdivision design, 
lack of coordination between adjoining land devel- 
opments and failure to apply scientific street and 
roadway widths," he said, "the average community 
spends not less than from ten to twenty-five per 
cent more than is necessary upon street improve- 
ments and underground utilities. 

"This is worse than waste. Residential neigh- 
borhoods are destroyed or become prematurely obso- 
lescent by reason of badly directed traffic. Busi- 
ness and industrial areas are reduced in efficiency. 
And the land wasted in unneeded street space ex- 
hausts area resources which might be,to much great- 
er community advantage, devoted to schoolgrounds 
and parks and playgrounds. 

"A large degree of correction can be obtained 
in New Jersey through the activities of county and 
municipal planning boards first,by the preparation 
of comprehensive master plans to serve as guides 
for land developers and public administrators and 
finally, through the proper exercise of the powers 
of land-subdivision control conferred upon munici- 
pal planning boards by the 1950 Municipal Planning 
Act and upon county planning boards by the 1985 
County Act. 
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THE NEW York Tres 


NEW CCC ALLOTMENT IS APPROVED 


The $200,000,000 allocation to CCC recently 
approved by the President is to be used for the 
expansion and maintenance of the Corps on a 600,- 
000-man basis, the conduct of a conservation pro- 
gram involving approximately 12,500 Indians and In- 
dian reservations and the financing of forest and 


park improvement work in Alaska, Hawaii,and Puerto 
Rico. 
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GROUND=WATER SURVEYS IN TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO 


Application has been made to the Works Pro- 

press Administration fir the sum of $100,000 to in- 
vestigate the origin, ovantity, and availability 
of the ground-weter used extensively for irriga- 
tion, and for municipal and industrial supplies 
throughout the high plains in Western Texas and in 
adjacent erees in New Mexico. 
As ground-water is a natural resource that is 
exhaustible, it is essential that the 
and availability of the supply be deter- 
mined as accurately as possible, in order to pro- 
tect the existing developments, and to provide the 
basic data necessary for expansion. This project 
would provide the means to obtain data necessary to 
determine the safe yield of the area. 


definitely 


quantity 


COWSERVE OUR NATURAL RESOURCES 


At the recent meeting of the American Assoc- 
iation for the Advancement of Science,Dr.C.K.Leith 
of the University of Wisconsin, Vice Chairman of 
tne National Resources Committee's section on min- 
erals, asserted that unless very stringent conser- 
vation measures are taken the nation's supplies of 
copper,oil, zinc,high-grade iron ore and other re- 
sources will be exhausted in from fifteen to forty 
years. 
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NEW PWA WELL UNDER WAY 


The first wave of applications has already 
cleared through to Washington and State PWA staffs 
have been instructed to act speedily in examining 
and forwarding the remainder. 

A survey of nine states which has been under- 
taken by the Assistant Administrator of PWA, Col- 
onel Hackett, points to a rising tide of qualified 
applications for public works improvements. Act- 
ing State Director Julian Montgomery, of Texas,re- 
ports such a flood of qualified applications that 
the office is operating on day and night shifts. 

A report to Public Works Administrator Ickes 
mate recently showed that more than 4,500 Federal 
and Non-Federal projects totalling nearly $1, 800,- 
000,000 are now under construction. A summary of 
the report is given herewith: 

13,248 projects costing $685,421,695 have been 
completed and are in use. 

4,514 projects costing $521,026,225 have re- 
ceived allotments and are in various stages of pro- 
gress preliminary to actual construction. 

Since the opening of the new Works Progran, 
nearly 3,000 applications for loans and grants to- 
talling $667,648,000, for local public works pro- 
jects have bean submitted to PWA State Directors. 

Engineering,legal and financial examiners sent 
out from Washington inthe decentralization of PWA, 
to assist State Directors in expediting the new pro- 
gram,have passed on and forwarded to Washington for 
final action 563 applications received in Washington 
calling for grants totalling $70,600,000 and loans 
of only $37,168,000, showing a widespread ability 
of local communities to finance their share of the 
cost of their projects without help from the govern- 
ment,due to the increasing demand among private in 
vestors for municipal bonds. 

The Western part of the country has prepared 
a balanced program of useful,permanent public works 
projects, according to Colonel Hackett and a party 
of PWA officials. In sixteen states 1,031 project 
applications were on file last week, and it is es- 
timated that from two to four times as many more 
applications will be filed within the next six 
weeks. 


POWER DIVISION OF THE PWA CREATED 


A new division, under Dr. Clark Foreman of 
Atlanta, Georgia, has been created within the Pub- 
lic Works Administration, for the purpose of giv- 
ing special and expeditious attention to the appli- 
cations for publicly owned power plants. The Ad- 
ministrator, Harold L. Ickes, in his order setting 
up the division stated that preference shall be giv- 
en in all PWA State offices to the study of power 
projects. 

Examination of power projects will continue 
to be made by legal, finance and engineering ex- 
aminers in the field, but in event it appears im 
possible for State offices to complete these stud- 
ies in a reasonable length of time the applications 
are to be forwarded direct to Washington by the 
State Directors. 
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DEMONSTRATING ECONOMIES OF PLANNING 


The staff of the New Jersey State Planning 
Board, according to its Chairman, Dr. Charles P. 
Messick, is to conduct a comparative study, ina 
typical square mile of a New Jersey city,"to dem 
onstrate the economies of ordered development." 

One illustration of the important economies 
which are possible with careful design and rear- 
ranging of the area under study is a potential 
saving in street improvement alone of more than 
$400,000. 

Dr. Messick expects that the two treatments 
of the mile square tract, showing its present w- 
planned character in contrast to its possibilities 
as a planned project affording orderly and func- 
tionally related homesites, space for parks and 
playgrounds to add substantially to the livability 
and economic efficiency of the area, will be ready 
for publication in the First Annual Report of the 
Board, to appear early in September. 


RECLAMATION AND LAND UTILIZATION UNDER WPA 


Plans have been outlined for the expenditure 
of nearly one hundred million dollars, earmarked 
for the Bureau of Reclamation of the Interior De- 
partment. Thirty-four millions‘will be expend- 
ed upon a coordinated program of land utilization 
and reclamation. 

The Advisory Committee on Allotments recom- 
mended to the President ata recent meeting that an 
additional allocation of $98,830,000 be provided 
for the coordinated program. This latter sum would 
be divided as follows: 

$64,859,000 - Bureau of Reclamation 

22,000,900 - Resettlement Administration 
12,090,000 - Forest Service, Department of 
Agriculture 

The funds recommended for the Resettlement Ad- 
ministration and the Forest Service would be used 
to take land out of present production and develop 
it for other uses. This is in line with the Pres- 
ident's policy, namely, that ten acres shall be 
removed from production to each acre put into cul- 
tivation through reclamation and irrigation projects. 

CCC camps and relief workers will be placed 
on lands retired from cultivation in order to con- 
serve and improve these lands. Much of the retired 
land will be used for public forests, national parks, 
improved ranges, wild life refuges and recreation- 
al areas. 

Eleven million acres have been optioned by the 
Resettlement Administration. Options have been ac- 
cepted on 3,500,000 of these. This Administration 
is also engaged at the present time in examining 
2590 possible locations for land purchase to carry 
out the President's balanced program. 


WPA FUNDS FOR EMERGENCY FLOOD WORK 


An allocation of $5,000,099 has been approved 
by the President to meet emergency situations in 
nine states in connection with damage or destruc- 
tion caused by recent floods. 


EIGHT RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS PROPOSED 


Plans for converting poor land into public 
forests and recreational areas,to employ 6,751 men 
over a period of 15 to 23 months, and involving an 
expenditure of $10,381,246, have been proposed and 
allocation of funds requested by the Resettlement 
Administration. 

Located in seven states, the projects involve 
both the purchase and development of lands which 
are now devoted to an uneconomic use. The blocks of 
land being acquired,which range in size from 11,000 
to 150,000 acres, will be developed with a view to 
realizing their full public value for several pur- 
poses, including timber production,water-shed pro- 
tection, and camping, fishing, and hunting. Sev- 
eral additional projects of this nature are being 
prepared. 

The types of work to be undertaken include re- 
forestation, erosion control, reseeding of pasture, 
forest nursery development, and construction of 
fire lanes, lookout towers, trails, dams, fences, 
administration buildings, telephone lines, camping 
sites, and log cabins. 

The projects submitted are for the states of 
Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois,Indiana, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, and New York. 


LAND-GRANT COLLEGES ASSIST STATE PLANNING 


At the recent hearing in Washington on "A Bill 
to Provide for the Establishment od a National Plan- 
ning Board..." Mr.Frederic A.Delano spoke as fol- 
lows: "One of the great sources of material in 
this country is the land-grant colleges,which were 
set up, as you know, a good many years ago by acts 
of Congress. These land-grant colleges have as- 
sembled an immense amount of material that is avail- 
able to the States. Being closely related to the 
Department of Agriculture, for example, they are 
able to give the States information which would cost 
them a good deal of money to acquire if they had 
to develop it themselves." 


COURT DECISIONS AFFECTING FEDERAL PROGRAM 


Two recent decisions of national interest and 
effect have been summarized by Dean Dinwoodey, Ed- 
itor of the United States Law Week. They are as 
follows: 

1. The Circuit Court of Appeals at Cincinnati 
decided that the Federal Government lacks the pow- 
er to condemn private property for the purpose of 
constructing thereon slum-clearance and low-cost 
housing projects, since the use of the land for 
such purpose would not constitute a "public use." 

2. The Circuit Court of Appeals at New Orleans 
decided that the TVA, as an agency of the United 
States, has the constitutional right and statutory 
authority to dispose of all electric power in ex- 
cess of that needed for navigation which TVA's pro- 
ject produces,since the project and the power pro- 
duced are the property of the government,and it is 
within the province of Congress to adopt any rea- 
sonable means for the disposal of such property. 
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IMPORTANT SURVEYS TO BE UNDERTAKEN 


The following is a partial list of surveys, 
censuses, etc., to be undertaken by Federal and 
other governmental agencies with funds obtained 
from the Works Progress Administrations 

The Bureau of the Census of the Commerce De- 
partment is to undertake a census of business en- 
terprise to relate to the year 1955. The approved 
allocation is $7,784,000. 

The Treasury Department, through its Division 
of Research and Statistics, will undertake a sta- 
tistical compilation and analysis of individual, 
corporation, partnership and fiduciary income tax 
returns, with an allocation of $1,200,000 from WPA. 

The Bureau of Fisheries, Department of Com- 
merce, will conduct, with funds of $20,000 obtain- 
ed from old PWA balances, an experimental survey 
of pulp mill and other pollution on oysters in the 
York River, Virginia. This industry, upon which 
10,900 people are dependent, has diminished 50% 
in the last ten years as a result of pollution from 
factory waste. 

The Department of Labor has requested and had 
approved by the President, the sum of $350,000, to 
be expended by the United States Employment Ser- 
vice, "in order," says the Secretary of Labor, "to 
provide accurate job specifications with respect 
to representative types of occupation handled by 
the Employment Service, both for private and pub- 
lic employment." 

The New York City Works Progress Administra- 
tion is undertaking a statistical study of taxation 
and the support of education to determine measure- 
ment of educational need, and development of us- 
able indices of the relative ability of states to 
support education, with an allocation of $21,372. 

The Reclamation Bureau is to conduct a survey 
to work out a comprehensive plan for the conserva- 
tion and utilization of the waters of the Colorado 
River and tributaries. 

An alphabetical index of the Census of 1900, 
to be undertaken by the Bureau of the Census, has 
received Presidential approval for an allocation 
of $1,804,948. 

Statistical Analysis and Compilation of In- 
come Tax Returns, for the Treasury Department,will 
require $1,200,000. 

The Occupational Research Program of the U.S. 
Employment Service will receive funds of $400,900. 

The Sample Survey of Retail Trade in Jure 1934- 
1935, an additional project of the Bureau of the 
Census, has an allocation of $293,000. 


"THE CONNECTICUT GUIDE" PUBLISHED 


A 320-page book,initiated under CWA and com- 
pleted with FERA funds, is a recent project of the 
Connecticut State Planning Board. 

In the introduction brief statements are giv- 
en on the population movements, history,character- 
istics of Connecticut towns and villages, types of 
architecture,the Indians,war records,geologic his- 
tory, industry,agriculture, education, scenery,etc. 
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EROSION CONTROL ON A NATIONAL SCALE 


Forty-two states will participate in a progran 
of soil erosion control to be undertaken under the 
works program. The program calls for 95 new ero- 
sim control demonstration projects and for the con- 
tinuation of 47 projects already being operated by 
the Soil Conservation Service of the Department of 
Agriculture which will be in charge of the nation- 
wide project. 

The new demonstration areas will average ap- 
proximately 25,000 acres each in size and will in- 
clude representative farm and grazing lands in va- 
rious sections of each state. 
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TEXAS PLANNING BOARD TO SURVEY HEALTH 


A five-man committee has been announced,which 
is to be headed by the Secretary of State, Gerald 
C. Mann. 

The committee proposes to make Texas conscious 
of its deficiencies in health matters and to pre- 
pare a health program suitable to every community 
in the state. 

"When Texas finds out that 30% of the annual 
deaths are preventable," Mr. Mann said, "the state 
will begin to consider means to stop this waste of 
human resources." 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


RHODE ISLAND STATE PLANNING BOARD REPORT .... Dec- 


T 
ember 9, 1934-- March 29, 1925. Providence, R. I. 
EDP. 


FCONOMICS OF PLANNING PUBLIC WORKS; a Study Made 
for the National Planning Board of the Federal E- 
mergency Administration of Public Works. John Mau- 
rice Clark. Apply to Superintendent of Documents, 
weshington LD. C. 25¢. 


If INDUSTRY DECENTRALIZING? A Statistical Analysis 
of Locational Changes in Manufacturing Employment, 
1899-1923. Daniel E.Creamer. University of Penn- 
sylvania Press, 1935. 105pp. map, tables. $1. 
Study of Population Redistribution, Bull. No. 3. 


MIGRATION AND PLANES OF LIVING 1920-1934. Carter 
Goodrich, Bushrod W. Allin and Marion Hayes. Un- 
iversity of Pennsylvania Press, 1935. 1lllpp.maps 
and tables. $1. Study of Population Redistribu- 
tion, Bull. No. 2. 


CONSTRUCTIVE PLANNING AND FUTURE TAXATION; Address 
before the Fifth Anmual Economic Conference for En- 
gineers,Johnsonburg,N.J., August 14,1935. Charles 
P.Messick. New Jersey State Planning Board,Trenton. 


PWA AND REVENUE FINANCING OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES; Ad- 
dress before the Special Committee on Mumicipal Law 
of the American Bar Association,Los Angeles,Calif. 
July 16, 1935. E.H.Foley, Jr., Director, Legal Di- 
vision Federal Fmergency Administration of Public 
Works. (An analytical legal-historical description 
of the municipal corporation with full referential 
annotation. The legal forms and the development of 
municipal improvement authorities are described 
with particular reference to municipal utilities, 
rural electrification, housing and slum clearance. 
Increasing use of the revenue bond is noted.) 


FACT-GATHERING AND STATISTICAL WORK IN IOWA; 
ulation and Social Trends. Howard Bowen, Coordin- 
ator. 19pp. (The almost complete lack of a cen- 
tral fact-gathering-and-integrating bureau in the 
48 states is pointed out. Florida is another state 
which hopes to form such an agency as part of the 
State Planning Board. This report recommends a per 
manent organization,a "central coordinating statis- 
tical and research bureau," and suggests four pos- 
sible means to this end, as follows: 

(1) As a part of a permanent planning board. 

(2) As a separate state department 

(3) As a legislative research or legislative re- 
ference bureau, responsible to the legislature. 


(4) As a division of the State University or 
State College.) 


Pop- 


ADDRESS DELIVERED BY RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMIN- 
ISTRATOR MORRIS L. COOKE; under the Auspices of 
the National Farm Bureau, Washington, D.C. Aug. 
10, 1935. 


NEW YORK STATE PLANNING BOARD REPORT ON PUBLICI- 
TY, October 29,1934—-April 15,1935. Edward McKern- 
non, Associate Consultant, Albany. T7pp. 


NEW YORK STATE PLANNING BOARD REPORT OF SUBCOMMIT- 
TEE ON ZONING; to the Rural Land Planning Commit- 
tee. Albany. T7pp. 


THE IOWA COMMUNITY: ITS PROGRAM; with Special Re- 
ference to Recreation and Leisure-Time Activities. 
Iowa State Planning Board, Committee on Population 
and Social Trends, Des Moines, Ia., June,1935.32%pp. 
charts, tables. 


FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 


PLANNED RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE PRESERVATION OF 
THE COUNTRYSIDE; Report of the Fourteenth Interna- 
tional Housing and Town Planning Congress, London, 
July, 1935. Apply to International Federation for 
Housing and Town Planning, 25 Bedford Row, London, 
W.C.1. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION; an International 
Quarterly Review. Vol.l., No.l., June, 1935. 6/-. 
(This new periodical is the organ of The Interna- 
tional Union of Local Authorities. Quoting from 
the Foreword of Hon.C.Hilton Young, the late Brit- 
ish Minister of Health, "...the new journal is in- 
tended to serve all English-speaking countries,and 
it should bear fruit in more knowledge and better 
understanding of our respective institutions." 
Louis Brownlow, of Chicago, is Chairman of 
the American Committee of the International Union, 
and Paul V. Betters, Director of the American Mu- 
nicipal Association, is its Secretary.) 
THE NEW AMERICA: THE NEW WORLD. H. G. Wells. The 
Cresset Press, 11 Fitzroy Square, London, June, 
1935. 96pp. 2/6. ("I am convinced," says Mr. 
Wells, "that the only way to get our species out 
of the social morass for good, is to take in the 
slack of unemployment created through efficient 
production for profit, by immense continuous and 
expanding public works; by the replanning and re- 
building of entire cities, generously and beauti- 
fully; by the secular enrichment in fact of our 
entire terrestrial estate.") 


ORGANIZING PROSPERITY; Being the Memorandum on Un- 
employment and Reconstruction Submitted to the Gov- 
ernment by Lloyd George. Ivor Nicholson and Watson 
Publishers, London, 1935. l07pp. 2/6. (Quoting 
from the text: "We recommend,therefore, that there 
be established under the aegis of the Ministry of 
Health a Central Planning Board, which should e- 
stablish a close liason between the Ministries of 
Health,Transport,Labour and Agriculture, and Board 
of Trade and the Electricity Commissioners, in re- 
gard to the progressive planning of housing and in- 
dustrial location...") 
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POLICIES AFFECTING URBAN LAND PLANNING AND UTILIZATION 


A list of Principles Submitted to the American City Planning Institute 
by its Committee on Research in Urban Land Policies, as Amended and Adopted 
by the Institute's Annual Meeting in Cincinnati, May 19, 1955. 


1. The development of every State, county and municipality should be 
guided by an appropriate official planning agency. 

2- All such boards should be competently mnned and adequately financed. 

3. There should generally be more effective cooperation of the city or 
State government and of citizens' organizations with the planning body. 

4. Better coordination shaild be developed between planning and tax and 
assessment policies. 

5. All urban territory should have both an official plan anda zoning 
ordinance to control its future development. 

6. Practically all existing city plans and zoning ordinances need md 
ernizing to provide, among other things, for: 

(a) Less overcrowding of individual parcels of land. 

(b) A smaller percentage of the total area of the city to be amed for 
business and a larger percentage to be devoted to public recreation areas. 

(c) More effective control of real estate subdivisions, both qualita- 
tively and quantitatively. 

(d) The type of zoning which will encourage the planning and develop— 
ment of entire blocks or neighborhoods, rather than of individual lots. 

7. Every city having slums or blighted areas should plan for their 
early, rehabilitation; such planning to give careful consideration to de- 
sirable changes in the use of such areas. 

8. Housing for the lower economic groups will increasingly involve 
large-scale planning of community neighborhoods, rather than the building of 
scattered single homes or tenements. 

9. Most cities could better afford to expend substantial sums on re- 
development within their corporate limits than to allow blight to spread fr 
lack of such expenditures. 

10. Consideration should be given to increased municipal ownership and 
development of land,and to pooling and replotting of privately owned areas. 

ll. Municipalities should be urged to acquire and retain in public own- 
ership as much as possible of vacant or inadequately improved land now tax- 
delinquent, initiating such procedure by first acquiring those available 
properties which afford the greatest opportunity for successful demmstratim 
of planned redevelopment, and should make careful studies of the best pos- 
sible future uses of such land. . 

12. The carrying out of these principles would be greatly facilitated by 
more scientific methods of real estate taxation,and by wider and less cost- 
ly use of the power of eminent domain and of the device of excess condem- 
nation, thereby controlling land prices more effectively, stimulating ra- 
tional land-uses, and enabling governmental units to retain or recover a 
larger percentage than at present of commmity-created land values. 

In submitting its report, the Committee (comprising Frederick L. Ack- 
erman, Tracy B. Augur, Jacob L. Crane, Jr., Myron D. Downs, L. Segoe, and 
Harold S. Buttenheim, Chairman) stated its recognition of the fact that, 
for most effective results in the years ahead, there is need for more orig- 
inal research and studies based on practical experience. In the opinion of 
the Committee, however, the principles enumerated and methods advocated 
above have been established by previous research or experience to an ex- 
tent great enough to warrant prompt action and experimentation in practice, 
simultaneously with, instead of subsequent to,more comprehensive studies of 
the broad principles and detailed practices involved. 
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